S
un Yat-sen, founding president of the Republic of China, started his career as a medical doctor. His early years of medical studies and practice helped to shape his political vision of a new China. He studied under two eminent professors from whom he came to understand the value of Western knowledge to the modernisation of China. Indeed, as Wang Gungwu pointed out, Sun was the first to offer a "dedicated political leadership that set China on its own path to modernity". (1) 
SU N S T U D I E S M E D ICI N E
Sun was born in 1866 to a peasant family in Xiangshan, now known as Zhongshan district. At age 13, Sun joined his elder brother, Sun Mei, in Hawaii. There, he studied in the Anglicanrun Iolani School and then in Oahu College. However, Sun Mei, dismayed that his younger brother was being influenced by Christianity, sent Sun back to China. Sun then completed his studies at the Central School in Hong Kong.
In 1886, Sun enrolled in the Canton Hospital Medical School, which was attached to Boji Hospital, renamed Canton Hospital in the 1860s -China's first modern hospital. (2, 3) It was said that Sun persuaded the authorities to allow male and female students to study together in the same classroom, and for male students to treat gynaecological cases. These were major breakthroughs in a society that was still largely conservative. The hospital, later affiliated to the Sun Yat-sen University, has since been renamed Dr Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hospital in honour of its most illustrious student.
After a year, Sun transferred to the newly opened College of Medicine for Chinese in Hong Kong. The college, which was associated with the Alice Memorial Hospital, saw its role as one to train young Chinese in Western medicine to complement and support, rather than replace, Chinese traditional knowledge.
Dr Patrick Manson, the first dean of the college, and Dr James
Cantlie, who succeeded him, both carried out important medical research, underlining the fact that Sun studied under two great medical scholars.
Sun was among the first batch of 18 students, and in July 1892, was one of only two students to graduate with a Licentiate in Medicine and Surgery. College records showed that he excelled in four examinations that were said to be of a comparable curriculum to that of medical colleges in Britain then. 
Other accounts described Sun as a very competent doctor, One of Sun's last direct involvements with medicine was the translation of six chapters of a first aid manual in 1897, which was widely used for the training of first-aid in the army of the Northern Expedition. Being a member of a subject people, Sun had learnt this lesson first hand when he was prevented from fully pursuing his medical profession. (9) Both Dr Manson and Dr Cantlie must have been disappointed that their first, and probably brightest, student did not persevere in the profession for which he had been trained. In fact, on learning that the young Chinese had planned to start a pharmacy following the failure to get an appointment in China, Dr Cantlie had urged Sun to concentrate on his medical practice instead. (10) The paths of Sun and his former professors were to cross again. While trying to mobilise support for the revolutionary cause 
